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Human Rights Violation vs the Weapons of 
Destruction 

 Freedom is fragile and of transitory nature. The world 
continues to be more than half slave and less than half free. 

 Nearly four-fifths of the 160 members of the United Nations 
do not permit freedom of the press. 

 In many countries people are imprisoned and tortured for 
speaking their minds. The dissenters disappear and are 
never seen again. 

 Millions have lost lives because of their own governments 
than in war. 

 It is evident that human rights violations have created more 
deaths and more human misery than have all the weapons 
of mass destruction. 



Amnesty International - 1961 
 With the launch of Amnesty International in 1961, 

the human rights movement has started as a 
world movement. This organisation faithfully 
records the international atrocities in its annual 
report. It collects the evidence of the alleged 
violation and enforces the enactment of human 
rights laws.  

 The world today is a perfecting world. Its 
progress is painfully slow but gradual. There is a 
growing solidarity among nations who believe in 
freedom. Moreover the human rights record of 
the state has become the legitimate concern of 
the international community. 



Human Rights vs Human Needs 

 Human Rights are better understood and respected in 
societies where the level of education and economy are 
higher. 

 The need of the hour is to realise the difference between 
human rights and human needs. Human rights should not 
be devalued by proliferation. Categories such as full 
employment, vacations with pay, maternity leave and free 
medical care should not be included in the scope of human 
rights as these are entitlements/needs to be satisfied by the 
state and not human rights. Their inclusion may enable 
many leftist ideologues and totalitarian states to make a 
claim that they respect human rights. But the reality is that 
these states practise torture and repression. 



What are Human Rights then? 

 Human Rights are the rights against the state 
or government and against the people 
collectively. 

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
was done by the United Nations General 
Assembly in Paris in 1948.It was done in 
response to the atrocities of World War II. 

 One of the basic rights is the right to decent 
living embodied in Article 25 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. 



The Test of Human Rights 

 The test of rights is not whether the prosperous 
having access to the law courts are well protected, 
whether living standards of the majority are 
improving, but whether the weak are helped by the 
strong. 

 Quoting Paul Sieghart, Palkhivala says," The 
ultimate measure of whether a society can properly 
be called civilised is how it treats those who are 
near the bottom of its human heaps.    
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